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‘Cleopatra Jones’ Proves to be 
Special Kind of Film on Drugs 


Drugs have been the focal point of a recent rash of motion 
pictures dealing variously with the smuggling, the profits, the 
pushers and the victims. ‘‘The French Connection’’ for example, 
dealt with drugs at the point of entry into this country, while 


““Superfly’’ was about the 
possible influence of films 
about drugs on youthful audi- 
ences. 

Now, along comes‘‘Cleopatra 
Jones,’’ which deals with the 
subject in special ways. The 
Warner Bros. action thriller, 
opening at the Theatre, 
tackles the problem at its 
source. Tamara Dobson, star- 
ting in the title role, is a 
special agent who works with 
anti-drug forces from community 
leaders up to Interpol agents in 
Europe. The opening scene in 
the film shows Cleopatra Jones 
in Turkey, supervising the des- 
truction of a field of opium 
poppies. 

The picture also shows her 
activity back home at the Bro- 
thers & Sisters House, a drug 
rehabilitation center in the 
ghetto. 

Tamara Dobson, who was 
picked from 2,500 hopefuls, is 
the perfect choice. for the 








heroine, who moves with style 
and grace between the glamour 
world of the jet set, the twi- 
light world of the ghetto, and 
the underworld of drugs. Be- 
cause of her regal height, 6’2’’, 


and her demeanor, she makes 
the transitions with unques- 
tioned credibility. 

One moment Cleopatra Jones 
is lounging in her apartment, 
dressed in a flowing outfit that 
is part of the special wardrobe 
created for the film by Giorgio 
di Sant’ Angelo, and the next 
moment she is_ stalking the 
ruthless hoodlums who are 
members of Mommy’s gang. 

The character Tamara Dobson 
plays is a distinct departure 
from the trend set by current 
films. She is a special kind of 
heroine, a woman who is agile 
enough to drop an opponent 
with a well-placed karate chop, 
yet feminine enough to demon- 
strate a deep and tender love 
for her man. 

Cleopatra Jones is a new 
screen heroine, and Tamara 
Dobson is a new screen star. 
They both make their bow in 
the exciting Warner Bros. 
production, directed by Jack 
Starrett for producer William 
Tennant, from a screenplay by 
Tennant, Max Julien and Sheldon 
Keller. 





BERNIE CASEY and TAMARA DOBSON star in ‘‘Cleopatra Jones,’’ 


a Warner Bros. release, opening___at the 


Theatre, produced 





by William Tennant, directed by Jack Starrett, also starring Brenda 


Sykes, Antonio Fargas and Shelley Winters. 


Mat 2-A 


Preparedness Propelled Tamara 


‘*Be prepared!’’ is more than 
a Boy Scout motto. It is also 
the advice Tamara Dobson re- 
ceived from her mother and 
father while she was growing 
up in Baltimore, Maryland. 

That advice proved its worth 
when Tamara was picked from 
2,500 hopeful actresses in six 
cities to star in the title role of 
Warner Bros.’ “Cleopatra Jones,” 
which opens at athe 
Theatre. Bernie Casey, Shelley 
Winters, Brenda Sykes and 
Antonio Fargas also star. 

Upon Tamara’s arrival in 
Hollywood, she was turned over 
to the experts at Warner Bros. 
who are veterans at the art of 
transforming newcomers into 








stars. One of the most important 
persons who took Tamara in 
hand was Claudia Franck, dia- 
logue coach on _ ‘‘Cleopatra 
ianes."' 


Although she had left Balti- 
more to persue a modeling 
career, Tamara’s horizon 
broadened once she arrived in 
New York. She decided to 
become an actress, and at the 
suggestion of Sidney Poitier, 
enrolled with the noted drama 
coach Paul Mann. 

‘*Paul Mann is a man so rich 
in life,’’ Tamara says. ‘‘The 
inspiration, the spirituality just 
comes out of him when he’s 
talking to you.” 








TAMARA DOBSON is ‘‘Cleo- 
patra Jones’’ in the Warner Bros. 


release opening—_ at the ___ 
Theatre, produced by William 
Tennant, directed by Jack 
Starrett, also starring Bernie 
Casey, Brenda Sykes’~ and 


Shelley Winters. Mat 1-A 


Bernie Casey is 


One Tall Story 


Bernie Casey, the male lead 
in Warner Bros. ‘‘Cleopatra 
Jones,’’ opening at the 
Theatre, is an imposing 6’4’’ 
tall, and it is inevitable that he 
stands out in any group. But 
nowhere did he attract as much 
attention than when filming 
scenes for the picture in and 
around Los Angeles. 

The movie fans among the 
spectators recognized Casey 
from past screen appearances; 
he was in nine motion pictures 
before joining the cast of 
‘‘Cleopatra Jones.”’ 

Many of the older spectators 
confessed they first became 
acquainted with him during his 
playing days with the Los 
Angeles Rams football team. 

One day the company hap- 
pened to be filming next door 
to a school, and shortly after 
the bell rang for recess, the 
entire student body rushed to 
the edge of the playground, 
pushing and shoving for a 
better glimpse of what was 
happening on the other side of 
the chain link fence. Some of 
the bolder ones slipped through 
the gate and surrounded their 
movie hero. 

Through it all, Casey smi- 
lingly obliged his admirers with 
his autograph, plus some kindly 
advice about staying in school. 
He is keenly aware of the value 
of a good education, having 
earned his bachelor’s and also 
master’s degree in fine arts at 
Bowling Green University in 


Ohio. 








Opening Today 


‘‘Cleopatra Jones,’’ the new 
action thriller from Warner Bros., 
opens today at the ____Theatre. 

The film, which tackles the 
drug problem at its source, stars 
Tamara Dobson in the title role 
and also stars Bernie Casey, 
Brenda Sykes and Antonio 
Fargas. It was produced by 
William Tennant and directed 
by Jack Starrett from a screen- 
play by Tennant, Max Julien 
and Sheldon Keller. 


Tamara Dobson Steals Starring 
Role Away From 2,500 Hopefuls 


Look out James Bond, John Shaft and all you other super- 
dudes, here comes Cleopatra Jones! She’s the sensational soul 
sister romping through the Warner Bros. film, ‘‘Cleopatra Jones,’’ 





which opens____at the 
Dobson, all 6’2’’ of her, who 
grabbed the choice part from 
2,500 hopefuls interviewed in a 
nationwide talent search. 

Also starring are Bernie 
Casey, who appeared in ‘‘Hit 
Man;’’ Brenda Sykes, who co- 
starred in Jim Brown’s ‘Black 
Gunn;’’ and the young Black 
actor, Antonio Fargas, who is 
drawing raves for his perfor- 
mance in the film ‘‘Across 
110th Street.”’ 

Cleopatra Jones, a special 
agent in the international war 
against drugs, is the creation 
of Black writer, Max Julien. 
He, producer William Tennant 
and Sheldon Keller wrote the 
screenplay. Julien is also co- 
producer of the film. The 
director is Jack Starrett, whose 
last picture is the boxoffice 







SHELLEY WINTERS and TAMA- 
RA DOBSON are at each others 
throats in this scene _ from 
‘*Cleopatra Jones,’’ a Warner 
Bros. release, opening at 
the Theatre, also starring 
Bernie Casey and Brenda Sykes, 
directed by Jack Starrett for 
producer William Tennant. 
Mat I1-B 








Brenda’s Film 
Singing Debut 


Petite Brenda Sykes makes 
her screen singing debut in the 
Warner Bros.’ action thriller, 
‘‘Cleopatra Jones,’’ and does 
such an outstanding job that 
producer Bill Tennant predicts 
at least one of her songs in the 
film will make the record charts. 

In “‘Cleopatra Jones,’’ open- 
ing-__.at the___Theatre, Brenda 
portrays a singer, who is ro- 
mantically involved with the 
underworld owner of the night 
club where she appears. Also 
starring in the film are Tamara 
Dobson in the title role, Bernie 
Casey, Shelley Winters and 
Antonio Fargas. 

‘When Tiffany, the girl I 
play, was described to me I 
said ‘but I can’t sing, ’’ Brenda 
explained, ‘‘but after some 
coaching and lots of rehearsals, 
here I am singing!”’ 

Asked to describe her voice, 
Brenda laughed and said, ‘‘I’ve 


ae S| 


been told it’s ‘low and breathy’. 





Theatre. In the title role is Tamara 


’ 


hit, ‘‘Slaughter,’’ starring Jim 
Brown. 

Noteworthy among the 
technical crew of ‘‘Cleopatra 
Jones’’ is the number of Blacks 
working behind the camera. 
The hairdresser is Ann Wad- 
dlington, who broke into the 
formerly all-white union on 
the TV series, ‘‘Julia.’’ 

Gertha Brock is in charge 
of women’s wardrobe, a position 
she filled on the production of 
‘‘Book of Numbers.’’ Cheryl 
Kearney, who worked on ‘‘Lady 
Sings the Blues,’’ «is set 
decorator; Ernie Robinson, 
regarded by many as ‘‘the best 
in the business,’’ is stunt 
coordinator and Bong So Hon 
is karate technical advisor, as 
he was on the film, ‘‘Billy Jack.’’ 





Meaty Role for 
Shelley Winters 


describes 


a? 


Shelley Winters 
her part in ‘“‘Cleopatra Jones 
as a ‘‘godmother type of role’’ 
and the character she plays is 
all of that...and more. 

Miss Winters stars as 
‘“‘Mommy’’ in the Warner Bros. 
action thriller, opening at 
the_____Theatre, which also 
stars Tamara Dobson in the 
title role, Bernie Casey, Brenda 
Sykes and Antonio Fargas. The 
part gives the two-time Academy 
Award winning actress plenty 
of opportunity to deliver the 
kind of bravura performance 
that has won her so many 
honors. 

‘“‘Mommy’’ is the ruthless 
leader of a gang of drug dealers 
and pushers who is determined 
to annihilate Cleopatra Jones 
because tthe Black female 
special agent has dedicated her 
life to crusading against the 
evil traffic. The action builds 
to an exciting climax when 
Mommy and Cleopatra Jones 
clash in hand-to-hand combat. 

Miss Winters appears espec- 
ially villainous garbed in black 
leather and wielding a lethal 
sword-cane. Her study is domi- 
nated by a bust of Adolf Hitler 
that adds a grisly touch to the 
Gothic atmosphere. 

“T’m really having fun doing 
this picture,’ Miss Winters said 
while filming her role. All 
one morning she had been re- 
hearsing a ‘karate trick. of 
flipping a man over her shoulder 
and was pleased by the praise 
of technical advisor, Bong Soo 
Han. 

In ‘‘Cleopatra Jones,’’ Miss 
Winters enjoys a change of pace 
in a role that is totally different 
from that in her latest picture, 
“The Poseidon Adventure,’’ 
and from those that brought her 
two Oscars. It’s another meaty 
role she can sink her teeth into, 
and not worry about the calories: 
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Synopsis 


(not for publication) 


Cleopatra Jones (TAMARA DOBSON) is a special 
agent in the international war against dope, but she has her 
own private vendetta going against the pushers who operate 
in the ghettos. Her most ruthless enemy is Mommy (SHEL- 
LEY WINTERS), head of a ring that includes Doodlebug 
(ANTONIO FARGAS), the owner of a night club where his 
girlfriend Tiffany (BRENDA SYKES) is the singing star. 

In order to lure Cleopatra back from Turkey, where she 
has just supervised the spectacular napalm burning of an 
opium poppy field, Mommy sets up a phoney ‘‘bust’’ of the 
B & S House, the headquarters of an anti-drug movement in 
the ghetto. The head of B & S is Reuben (BERNIE CASEY), 
the man whom Cleopatra loves. Cleopatra returns to the U.S. 
determined to bring justice to whoever planted drugs atB &S. 

Mommy is equally determined to annihilate Cleopatra. 
But her henchmen are constantly being out-fought, out- 
gunned and out-witted by the resourceful female agent. In a 
spine-chilling climax, Cleopatra, Reuben and members of 
the B & S clash with Mommy’s gang. 

The see-saw battle ends with Reuben proving himself 
a hero worthy of Cleopatra’s faith and trust. As she leaves 
on a new and equally dangerous assignment, Cleopatra’s 
special farewell to Reuben is evidence that their love is 
enough to sustain them both until her return. 


Running Time: 88 Minutes 


Aspect: Scope 





Cast 


TV Spots 


TV Spots that sell have been prepared for your engage- 
ment of ‘‘Cleopatra Jones.’’ These spots feature all the 
action of the film and also serve to introduce the sensa- 
tional new star, Tamara Dobson. There is one 60-second 
and two 30-second spots. They are available FREE from 
Campaign Plan Manager, Warner Bros. Studios, 4000 Warner 


Blvd., Burbank, Calif. 91522. 


Radio Spots 


Perhaps the most effective way to reach the audience 
for ‘‘Cleopatra Jones’’ is radio. With this in mind, Warner 
Bros. has prepared a series of hard-hitting and effective 
selling spots for your engagement of the picture. There are 
two 60-second and three 30-second spots. Order yours FREE 
from: Eugene Gromek, Suski Productions, 165 W. 46th St., 
New York, N.Y. 10036. 


Theatre Trailer 


Action scenes and a look at exciting and glamorous 
Tamara Dobson, who stars in the title role of ‘‘Cleopatra 
Jones,’’ are the main ingredients of this theatre trailer. 
Book it well in advance of your playdate and be sure to use 


it for cross-plugging. Order from National Screen Service. 


Tamara Dobson 


Credits 


Produced by William Tennant; Directed by 
Jack Starrett; Screenplay by Max Julien and 
Sheldon Keller; Story by Max Julien; Director 
of Photography, David Walsh; Art Director, 
Peter Wooley; Film Editor, Allan Jacobs; 
Sound by Howard Bud Alper; Set Decorator, 
Sheryal Kearney; Stunt Coordinator, Ernest 
Robinson, Black Stuntmen’s Association; 
Unit Production Manager, Sam Manners; Co- 
Producer, Max Julien; Original Music Com- 
posed and Conducted by J.J. Johnson; Vocals 
by Joe Simon, Millie Jackson, Courtesy 
Spring Records; ‘‘Theme from ‘Cleopatra 
Jones’ ’’ Written and Produced by Joe Simon; 
Add’!. Music by Carl Brandt & Joe Simon; 
Tamara Dobson’s Costumes, Giorgio di Sant’ 
Angelo; Hapkido Karate Master, B.S. Han, 
Korea; 1st Asst. Director, Jack Roe; Pub- 
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Warner Bros. 


A Warner Communications Company 


presents 
TAMARA DOBSON 


as 

CLEOPATRA JONES 
Co-starring 

BERNIE CASEY 
BRENDA SYKES 
ANTONIO FARGAS 
BILL McKINNEY 
DAN FRAZER 
STAFFORD MORGAN 
and 

SHELLEY WINTERS 
as ‘‘Mommy’’ 
Panavision® 
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Story by Max Julien 
Produced by 
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Directed by 
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TV Excerpts 


Excerpt 40 The Poppy Field 
A group of international dignitaries including representa- 
tives of Interpol and military and police officials from many 
nations wait in a Turkish poppy field for the arrival of our 
heroine Cleopatra Jones. All attention is suddenly attracted 
by the arrival of a helicopter and the emergence of the 
dramatic figure of Cleopatra draped in furs. She passes 
through the line of dignitaries and greets each of them in 
his own language and moves to a point of view on a promon- 
tory. The signal is given and a jet zooms in to bomb the 
poppy field with flame. As the opium harvest is consumed 
Cleo remarks that the street value of the crop would have 
been about seven million dollars. 


Excerpt 41 The Airport Fight 


Cleopatra Jones arrives from an international mission an 


is greeted by a gang of killers. They have been sent by 


Cleo’s arch enemy, ‘‘Mommy.’’ Cleo surprises them by 
arriving unexpectedly down the baggage chute and quickly 
disposes of them with a combination of karate and marks- 
manship. As the police arrive she flashes her international 
credentials. 
Excerpt 42 ‘‘Mommy’s’’ Rage 
Shelley Winters as ‘‘Mommy,’’ the violent and deadly head 
of dope distribution operation, rages at her band of killers 
for their failure to stop Cleopatra. She beats the tough guys 
about with her fists and threatens destruction for Cleopatra 
Jones. 

Excerpt 43 Cleo’s Jurisdiction 
Cleopatra Jones meets with two of her friends and col- 
leagues On the police force for an explanation of why her 
B and S House has been raided. The police are apologetic 
and plead with Cleo to keep her people from Starting a war 
on the city. Cleo then appears at the B and S House and is 


greeted by Bernie Casey. 


Excerpt 44 Doodlebug’s Girl 
Cleo arrives at the lush apartment of Doodlebug, leading 
pusher of the area, to find out if he knows who planted the 
dope on her friends. Doodlebug protests his innocence and 
ignorance when Brenda Sykes appears and it is revealed 
that she has become Doodlebug’s girl. Outstanding line in 
this sequence is delivered by Cleo when one of Doodlebug’s 
henchmen draws a blade on her. She says, ‘‘The next time 
you pull out a razor around me you better shave!’’ 
Excerpt 45 The Chase 
This is an excerpt of the super-exciting automobile chase 
with fantastic crashes and even more fantastic misses. One 
of the high points of action in the feature. 

Excerpt 46 Doodlebug and ‘‘Mommy’’ 
Doodlebug, king to the dope pushers, faces gang boss and 
underworld lord ‘‘Mommy’’ played by Shelley Winters. He 
announces to the dread queen of crime that Cleopatra Jones 
has made it just too tough for him to operate and that he’s 
leaving the organization. ‘‘Mommy’’ storms and threatens 


in a pyrotechnical display of rage against Cleopatra Jones. 


The Junk Yard 


Cleopatra Jones is brought as a prisoner by ‘‘Mommy’”’ in 


Excerpt 47 


the automobile junk yard. ‘‘Mommy’’ gloats in her triumph 
over Cleopatra and demonstrates her villainy by putting 
one of her killers through the giant machine that chews up 
automobiles and spits them out. This sequence reaches its 


climax in a fight between ‘‘Mommy’’ and Cleopatra Jones. 


Order today from: Campaign Plan Manager, Warner Bros. 


Studios, 4000 Warner Blvd., Burbank, Calif. 91522. 


Featurette 


It’s exciting and fast-moving, and will create audience 
interest for Tamara Dobson. Following its airing August 6 
on the ABC Television Network, it will be available FREE 
from: Leo Wilder, Warner Bros. Studios, 4000 Warner Blvd., 
Burbank, Calif. 91522. 


SHELLEY WINTERS 


HEI OON KELLER - WILLIAM TENNAN 


Crete by 


T- JACK STARRETT - PANAVISION ® TECHNICOLOR® 
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Giant Trajfjfic-Stopping Lobby Standee 


A giant full color lobby standee that’s a sure-fire 
attention getter has been prepared by Warner Bros. for your 
engagement of ‘‘Cleopatra Jones.’’ 

Standing nearly seven feet tall, it features the imposing 
figure of beautiful Tamara Dobson, the title star of the film. 


This standee should be placed in the lobby or can be 


used as the center piece for a gigantic display in nearby 
record shops or shopping centers. 

It is available in very limited quantities so order yours 
today and place it well in advance of your opening. Order 
FREE from: Campaign Plan Manager, Warner Bros. Studios, 
4000 Warner Blvd., Burbank, Calif. 91522. 
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are Important and Usable Promotion Items 


Both the original soundtrack album on Warner Bros. 
Records and the single of ‘‘Theme From Cleopatra Jones’’ 
on the Spring label feature Joe Simon, one of the hottest 
soul singers in the country today. An added plus for the 
album is Millie Jackson singing ‘‘Love Doctor’’ and ‘‘It 
Hurts So Good.’’ 

Make the most of this excellent opportunity to promote 
your engagement of ‘‘Cleopatra Jones.’’ 

For assistance in setting record store tie-ups and other 
promotions, contact your local Warner-Elektra-Atlantic 
distributor in connection with the album. 

For the single, listed below are the promotion men and 


the areas they service for Spring and Polydor Records: 





SINGLE RECORD 


SPRING AND POLYDOR PROMOTION MEN 


ATLANTA, Ga. 
2961 D. Olympic Industrial Dr. 
(404) 355-9350 

Mike Craft 


BOSTON/HARTFORD 

11 St. Jame Avenue, Suite 510 
Boston, Mass. 

(617) 426-4672 


Don Masters 


CHAREOT TE NsG: 
1001 S. Tryon St. 
(704) 375-9817 
Roger Branch 


CHICAGO, ILL. 

7901 N. Caldwell 

Morton Grove, II]. 60053 

(312) 478-1133 /(312) 966-0150 
Jim Bryant (Regional) 


CINCINNATI, Ohio 

114 Tri-County Office Park 
(513) 671-7086 (Polydor) 
(513) 671-6942 

Bill Scull (Regional) 


CLEVELAND/PITTS./COL./BUFFALO 
153 Hayes Drive 

Brooklyn Heights, Ohio 

(216) 398-9600 

Ted Musarro 


DAI EAS, .vexas 
2836 Walnut Hill Lane 
(214) 352-4291 


Don Sundeen 


DETROIT, Michigan 

24123 Greenfield Rd., Suite 208 
Southfield, Michigan 

(313) 557-0059 

John Hudson 


HOUSTON, Texas 

5555 W. Loop, Suite 313 
Bellaire, Texas 

(713) 664-7164 

Lulah Sims 


LOS ANGELES/DENVER 
11330 Sherman Way 

Sun Valley, Calif. 

(213) 875-0461 / (213) 765-9650 
Gary Bird 

Joel Newman (Regional) 


MIAMI, Florida 
561 N.E. 79th St., Suite 235 
(305) 759-1670 / (305) 759-1678 


Dave Newmark 


NASHVILLE/MEMPHIS 
6520 Cougar Dr. (home) 
Nashville, Tenn. 37209 
(615) 356-6645 

Ed Mascolo (Regional) 


NEW YORK, New York 
United Artists 

729 Seventh Avenue 
(212) 245-6000, Ext. 277 
Lenny Meisel 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 

1001 N. Kings Highway, Suite 108 
Cherry Hill, N, J. 08034 

(609) 667-3190 / (215) 923-4196 
Alan Smith (Regional) 

Joe Balzell ( Local) 


ST. LOUIS, Mo. 
1815 Locust St. 
(314) 621-7171 
Steve Seibe 


SAN FRANCISCO, Calif. 
74 Dorman St. 
(415) 282-5616 


Henry Coleman 


SEATTLE, Washington 
979 John St. 

(206) 624-7607 

Jerry Wittman 


BALTIMORE/WASHINGTON 
Joe Cash 

c/o ITI 

P.O. Box 195 

Cockeysville, Md. 21030 
(301) 666-0913 


NEW ORLEANS, La. 
3400 N. Causeway Blvd. 
Metairie, La. 70001 
(504) 837 4180 


R & B REGIONALS 


MIDWEST 

John Nance 

4777 Piggot (home) 

E. St. Louis, Ill. 62207 


SOUTH 

Jaye Howard 

2961 D. Olympic Ind. Dr. 
Atlanta, Ga. 

(404) 355-9350 


Chuck Mims 
1430 Rosedale Avenue 
Nashville, Tenn. 37207 


EAST COAST 

Ron Early 

2728 Langston Pl. S.E. 
Apt. 204 

Washington, D.C. 20020 
(202) 889-2711 
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Paperback Book 


A novelization of ‘‘Cleopatra Jones’’ by Ron Goulart, 
based on a screenplay by Max Julien and Sheldon Keller 
from an original story by Max Julien, has been published by 
Warner Paperback Library. This paperback edition is a 
valuable promotion aid and can be used for book shop tie- 
ups and as a basis for displays wherever books are sold. 

Contact: Mark Greenberg, Warner Books, Inc., 315 Park 


Avenue South, New York, N.Y. 10010. 
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